Pigeons

Term 2 2024
Each week, the rule will be introduced on a Monday, consolidated on a Wednesday and tested on a Friday. For each rule, two lists have been provided with List B being more challenging than List A. Your child can choose each week which list to learn but should only learn List B if they are confident with all the spellings in List A. 
	WEEK 
	Spelling Rule
	A
	B

	1

(beg. 3/11/25)
	Use of the hyphen
Hyphens can be used to join a prefix to a root word, especially if the prefix ends in a vowel letter and the root word also begins with one.


	Co-operate
Co-ordinate

Re-enter

Co-own

Re-enact 
Re-establish

Re-organise
De-ice 

Attached 

Available
	Co-author

Re-elect

Re-examine
Re-energise

Re-explain 

Anti-inflammatory

Pre-existing 

De-escalate 

Attached
Available


	2

(beg. 10/11/25)
	Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c
The ‘i before e except after c’ rule applies to words where the sound spelt by ei is /i:/. 
Exceptions: protein, caffeine, seize (and either and neither if pronounced with an initial /i:/ sound).
	Achieve 
Ceiling

Receive 

Piece 

Eight

Friend 

Believe

Perceive 

Average 

Awkward 
	Thief

Shriek

Mischief 

Obedient 

Deceitful 

Receipt 

Deceit 
Relieved 
Average 

Awkward

 

	3

(beg. 17/11/25)

	Words containing the letter-string ough

ough is one of the trickiest spellings in English – it can be used to spell a number of different sounds.


	Ought 
Bought 

Thought 

Taught 

Rough 

Cough 

Dough 

Plough
Bargain 

Bruise  
	Brought 
Enough 

Borough 

Tough 

Thorough 

Drought 

Ought 

Toughening

Bargain 

Bruise  



	4

(beg. 24/11/25)
	Words with ‘silent’ letters (i.e. letters whose presence cannot be predicted from the pronunciation of the word)
Some letters which are no longer sounded used to be sounded hundreds of years ago: e.g. in knight, there was a /k/ sound before the /n/, and the gh used to represent the sound that ‘ch’ now represents in the Scottish word loch.


	Doubt
Island

Solemn

Thistle

Knight

Bomb

Design 

Wrong 

category

cemetery


	Knowledge
Wrinkles

Rhubarb 

Pneumonia 

Pneumatic 

Environment 

Gnarled

Psalm 

category

cemetery



	5

(beg. 1/12/25)
	Homophones and other words that are often confused
In the pairs of words opposite, nouns end –ce and verbs end –se. Advice and advise provide a useful clue as the word advise (verb) is pronounced with a /z/ sound – which could not be spelt c.


	Aisle
Isle 

Aloud

Allowed

Their

There

To

Too 

Committee 

Communicate 
	Stationary
Stationery

Profit
Prophet

Guessed
Guest 

Draft

Draught 

Committee 

Communicate



	6

(beg. 8/12/25)
	Synonyms and antonyms 
Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings. Synonyms are words that have the same or a similar meaning.

	Vast
Petite

Raced

Galloped

Tottered

Gigantic

Mammoth

Raucous 

Community

Competition 
	Bellowed
Screeched 

Gargantuan 

Insignificant

Whispered

Miniature 

Deafening

Piercing

Community

Competition

	7
(beg. 15/12/25)
	Common Exception Words

Exception words are words in which the English spelling code works in an unusual or uncommon way. They are not words for which phonics 'doesn't work', but they may be exceptions to spelling rules, or words which use a particular combination of letters to represent sound patterns in a rare or unique way.

	controversy correspond 
definite 

desperate determined 
develop 

equip

 equipped equipment especially

	conscience convenience disastrous 
embarrass 
conscious environment exaggerate
 dictionary

 criticise 

curiosity


