Kestrel Class Spelling List
Term 1 2025
Each week, the spelling rule will be introduced on a Monday, consolidated on a Wednesday and tested on a Friday. For each rule, two lists have been provided with List B being more challenging than List A. Your child can choose each week which list to learn but should only learn List B if they are confident with all the spellings in List A. 
	WEEK 
	Spelling Rule
	A
	B

	1
(beg. 8.9.25)
	Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt –cious or –tious
Not many common words end like this. If the root word ends in –ce, the /ʃ/ sound is usually spelt as c – e.g. vice – vicious, grace – gracious, space – spacious, malice – malicious. Exception: anxious.
	vicious

ferocious

cautious

delicious

ambitious

suspicious

infectious

precious
accommodate
accompany
	ambitious

conscious

fictitious

pretentious

nutritious

malicious

superstitious

repetitious

accommodate

accompany

	2
(beg. 15.9.25)
	Endings which sound like /ʃəl/

–cial is common after a vowel letter and –tial after a consonant letter, but there are some exceptions. Exceptions: initial, financial, commercial, provincial (the spelling of the last three is clearly related to finance, commerce and province).
	official

special

artificial

social

initial 

crucial

facial

partial

according
achieve
	beneficial

glacial 

confidential

essential

commercial

influential

essential

potential

according
achieve 

	3
(beg. 22.9.25)

	Words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy, –ent, –ence/–ency
Use –ant and –ance/–ancy if there is a related word with a /æ/ or /eɪ/ sound in the right position; –ation endings are often a clue. Use –ent and –ence/–ency after soft c (/s/ sound), soft g (/dʒ/ sound) and qu, or if there is a related word with a clear /ɛ/ sound in the right position. There are many words, however, where the above guidance does not help. These words just have to be learnt.
	attendance
observant
expectant

hesitant 

tolerant

substance

innocent

assistant

aggressive

amateur 
	independence
frequency
obedience
assistance
toleration
substantial
confidential
hesitancy

aggressive
amateur 

	4
(beg. 29.9.25)
	Words ending in –able and –ible 
Words ending in –ably and –i
The –able/–ably endings are far more common than the –ible/–ibly endings. As with –ant and –ance/–ancy, the – able ending is used if there is a related word ending in –ation. If the –able ending is added to a word ending in –ce or –ge, the e after the c or g must be kept as those letters would otherwise have their ‘hard’ sounds (as in cap and gap) before the a of the –able ending. The –able ending is usually but not always used if a complete root word can be heard before it, even if there is no related word ending in –ation. The first five examples opposite are obvious; in reliable, the complete word rely is heard, but the y changes to i in accordance with the rule. The –ible ending is common if a complete root word can’t be heard before it but it also sometimes occurs when a complete word can be heard (e.g. sensible).
	
adorable
possible
terrible
sensibly
incredibly
possible
sensible
visibly


ancient
apparent
	
changeable
noticeable  
legible
dependable
reasonable
considerably
tolerably
incredible


ancient
apparent

	5
(beg. 6.10.25)
	Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words ending in –fer
The r is doubled if the –fer is still stressed when the ending is added. The r is not doubled if the –fer is no longer stressed
	referee
transference
preferring
inference
preference
inferred
deferring
inferring


appreciate
attached 
	transferring
referred
conferring
transferred
conference
referring
preferred
conferred


appreciate
attached 

	6
(beg. 13.10.25)
	Recap spelling rules learnt, practised and tested this term.


	Mixture of words learnt this term!
	Mixture of words learnt this term!


